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Warm Up to the Topic

Q1 B4DKEETIHZRBLSTEBDICHEELR®>TWEIZLEDBD ETH, ATEEZHNE

BATHEL &I

a. TaNRNyITEFES ( ) b. v 1 Z&%2F55< ( )
c. BEFREDZEHZHFHNAYT 2 ( ) d REY X129 3 ( )
e. Znfth: ( )

Q2 BAEICEIEFEDZEV, ZWICEESZEHALEL £,
1. T% ( ) 2. B9 ( ) 35T ( ) 4. BFAYTS ( )
5 V¥A42192% ( )

a. innovative b. recycle c. reduce d. reuse e. waste




Warm-up Reading
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The Circular Economy

Annually, the EU produces over 2.1 billion
tons of waste. Therefore, to reduce this
huge figure, it is promoting a new model
of recycling waste called the circular
economy. This model aims to promote
sustainability through cutting waste to a
minimum level.

The traditional model of production
and consumption is like a straight
line. Typically, it involves: gathering
raw materials > making products >
consuming them > throwing them away.

The circular economy model:

less raw material, less waste, fewer emissions

However, because our planet has limited resources, this method is not sustainable.

In contrast, the circular economy model promotes an environmentally friendly cycle of
repairing, reusing and recycling existing materials and products as much as possible

to extend their life for as long as possible.

As the chart shows, the most important feature of the circular model is that a large
amount of waste is recycled for redesign and reuse to create new products.
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Reading Old Products, New Lives
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m A Popular, Timeless Candy E®) 003

B Gum. While some may like it and others dislike it, people have been chewing
gum in one form or another for thousands of years. For example, in South America,
the ancient Mayan people chewed a gum-like tree substance called chicle to quench
thirst or stop the feeling of hunger. Also, the Aztecs used the same substance to
5 freshen their breath and clean their teeth. But why has the chewing of gum prevailed
to the present-day? Theories suggest that chewing it does suppress a person’s appetite,
reduce stress, and even improve one’s memory. If any of these are true, the long
popularity of the sweet treat is understandable.
B Early manufactured chewing gum was made of tree resin and natural wax.
0 Nowadays, though, it basically consists of plastic and rubber, which gives it an
endless shelf life. This means that in most countries chewing gum packaging is not
required to show an expiration date. As such, gum belongs to a small group of foods

with this special status!
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Reading
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@ A Novel Solution to a Sticky Issue

W However, chewing gum has another status that is definitely not special—it
is a common cause of litter. Depending on where you live, sometimes you might
experience gum sticking to the sole of your footwear as you walk along the street.
Then you struggle to remove this unwanted “passenger.” Unfortunately, this problem
exists in many cities. However, one company decided to take unique action to tackle
it.

2 Annually, the Netherlands sees 1.5 million kilos of discarded gum on its streets.
In fact, it is the city’s second most common type of litter after cigarettes. Even so,
an innovative company in Amsterdam sees this gum as a source of material. Its staff
search the streets for the gum, remove it, and recycle it. In fact, the company made
the world’s first stylish sneakers using the recycled chewing gum. So, when customers
purchase and walk in them, they are putting gum on the streets but it does not

remain there as licter. What a great Dutch idea!
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@ Students and Shipping: What’s the Link?

B Gum is not the only problem facing residents in Amsterdam. Since it is the
capital of the Netherlands, it attracts many people from other parts of the country.
Consequently, there is great demand for housing in the city, which pushes up
property prices and rent. This is a particular problem for Dutch college students
studying in the capital, as they need affordable housing. To address this issue, efforts
were made by the local government and colleges to find enough inexpensive housing

for the them, but without success.

B A solution for this issue came from an unlikely source—old shipping containers.
Annually, 100,000,000 of these large steel containers transport products to
destinations all over the world. However, the average life of each container is only
around 10 years. While steel companies do recycle some of the retired containers,
the majority lay piling up in ports all around the world. So, what is the connection
between a lack of student accommodation in the Dutch capital and old shipping

containers?
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c. a great Dutch idea
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@ Living in a Comfortable Box!

B Another innovative Dutch company decided to reuse the old containers as

housing. Due to their abundance, the company can purchase them relative]y Cheaply.
NP TITICHTEABHEAEZEVBRADIEE, TNHITREELDDCPATH 256, FEREE

one LT,
#l 1think I lost my pen. | have to buy one.

In addition, the containers can fit together very easily, so it is easy to build housing
with them. This was such a good idea that the city organized a project to increase

5 container-made housing. It was called the Keetwonen project, and when construction
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began, it only took several weeks to provide housing for hundreds of students in ) ) . X
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Amsterdam.
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B When students first learned of the project, they were concerned about living in

old shipping containers. However, the recycled containers are clean, spacious, and

N %
% have large windows. Also, they have a kitchen, bedroom, study area, bathroom, and
even a balcony. And because containers are made of steel, you might think living in Summarize the Key Points
one would be cold. However, these stacked apartments are warm. Moreover, they
are quiet and have a high-speed Internet connection. All perfect for students! Old 1. R7IZH>T. 1 AA Summary A DZE% . H 5 1 A5 Summary B D% T OB H 5B A
containers for new housing—what another great Dutch idea! EAEATEDEL &5,
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People have chewed gum for thousands of years. It may reduce ( 1- ) and improve
(2 ). But gum is also a common cause of ( 3- ). In Amsterdam, a company
collects gum and recycles it into ( 4. ). Now, people can wear gum on their feet and
walk without ( 3- ) the street. Great Dutch idea!
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Complete Your Mission
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Brainstorming
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Writing
1. Study the Model Writing
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Ba1EAT | The item | would like to reuse is discarded chewing gum that people
TAT A throw away on the streets.

In the Netherlands, about 1.5 million kilos of gum are thrown away every

BEATSEB . . :
= year. Gum consists of plastic and rubber, and does not break down easily.

Z DEAMD A Dutch company collects gum from the streets and recycles it. The
BHAHE company uses the gum to make sneakers.
L DHED This reduces litter and makes the city cleaner. At the same time, it creates
=% useful and stylish sneakers.

2. Your Turn
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