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Who's Flying the Plane?

(Gamoor B 5 Boy

1 Next time you step onto an airplane, try looking over to your left and peeking

into the cockpit. To an ordinary passenger, the many dials, knobs, switches, lights
and screens are fascinating and bewildering. Their complexity is a reminder that,
as passengers, we are placing our lives in the hands of a highly advanced machine,
and a well-trained pilot with many thousands of hours of flying experience.

2 And yet, today’s pilots actually do very little of what we think of as “flying” the
airplane. Autopilot systems can now handle most ordinary piloting work, including
takeoffs and landings. Self-driving cars, trucks and buses have yet to become
common on the streets, but up in the sky, today’s airliners are largely self-flying.
Surveys of airline pilots show that on a typical flight, a human pilot only spends a
few minutes in full control of the airplane.

3 This has led some airlines to question whether they really need pilots. Flight
crews represent about 10% to 15% of an airline’s total costs. Eliminating them
could reduce the cost of travel for everyone, and help struggling airlines survive.
Also, there simply aren’t enough well-trained pilots around the world. Over the
past 30 years the number of airline pilots has decreased by 30%. Many airlines
often have to cancel flights because they can’t find enough experienced pilots.

4 Still, consumer surveys show that few passengers would feel safe with no
human pilot. They understand that even if automated systems can fly safely under
normal conditions, they are not good at handling surprises. Humans get tired,
forget things and make mistakes. But when a rare, sudden crisis happens, only a
well-trained, experienced human pilot can make the kind of quick inferences and
decisions that save lives. This is why every suggestion of eliminating pilots has
been stopped by laws and public opinion.

5 But autopilot and remote-control systems are always improving, and public
opinion can change. The day may come when you step onto a plane, look to your
left, and see ... nothing. Will you feel comfortable getting on that plane?

b S ——
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Today'’s airliners are largely self-flying and some people may wonder if we
really need pilots. If we 1 (e ) human pilots, the cost of traveling
) with

such an airliner because we have a sense that an airplane is handled by a well-

could be 10% to 15% lower. However, we may not feel 2 (s
trained pilot who can use the highly 3 (a ) machine. When an

) happens suddenly, only an experienced human
) and
remote-control systems become able to do that, the day may come when we

unexpected 4 (c
pilot can make a quick decision about what to do. If 5 (a

step onto a plane without a human pilot.
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4 According to this passage, what can automated systems do?

Avriel

Artificial intelligence,
or Al, can answer some
difficult questions on
the pilot license test.

Autopilot and remote-
control systems can
fly safely even if
unexpected engine

\ problems happen.

G;BJ
Noel
Automated systems can

drive cars, trucks, and f%‘,
buses and even handle -y
planes’ takeoffs and

landings. “a}‘{u“,
Mfff _dr k';l"\r

Tracy

The systems can support
human pilots and crews
when they get too

tired and start making
mistakes.
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Q2
J What kind of problem is explained in this passage?

Ariel
Many airlines can’t find

enough pilots who have
sufficient flight experience.
They often cancel flights.

Jody

An airline’s total flight
costs have almost doubled

f;‘l over the past 30 years.
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. Noel
Many human pilots are
getting too old. It could
be dangerous if they make =y
mistakes while making 3
quick decisions. ﬁr

Few passengers feel safe
with no human pilot,
which makes it difficult
to promote the self-flying
systems.

Q3
’ J According to this passage, is it possible to eliminate human pilots? GQBJ

Avriel
ne No. The author of this

passage thinks we mustn't
eliminate pilots because
there is no perfect

R, autopilot.

Jody

No. If we do that, pilots
and flight crews would lose
ca their jobs. That would be
L an even greater problem.

&
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Noel

=,
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Thanks to new technology,
it is technically possible

if we have a lot of money
to develop the perfect
autopilot.

A2

Tracy

For now, every suggestion
of eliminating pilots has
been stopped by laws and
public opinion.
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As the author mentions, flight technologies are always improving. In
30 years, the situation will change. There will be airplanes without
any human pilot or crew. That'll be nice!

G

Do you really think so? Traveling in the air is fundamentally different
from traveling on the earth. If an accident happens during flights, it is _
almost impossible for people on land to rescue the passengers. =

ki Jody )
=,

7 : ! Hmm... It's not only a matter of safety. You step onto a plane, say
m Aﬁ hello to flight attendants, take a seat, and listen to the greeting by the
AT %b pilot on board. These are all essential to your flight experience.

f
A1 Noel

So, Jody and Noel are not really in favor of airliners with no human
pilot, right? But | would say that we should accept the change. Many
problems like flight cancelations should be solved as soon as possible.

Tracy D)
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